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Session I 

Rebecca Mendoza, MSCA Co-President, School Counselor at Como Park Senior High 
School
Michael Crider, MAFAA President-elect, Financial Aid Representative at Dakota 
County Technical College
Garth Robertson, MACAC President, Independent Education Consultant
Wright Lecture Hall 

Join in a Q&A session with The Partnership Roundtable, a decade-long cooperative of 
Minnesota organizations dedicated to helping all students make the transition to post-
secondary opportunities. Leaders from MNACC, MAFAA, MSCA, and MACAC 
representing nearly 2500 statewide professional members, will discuss timely topics, 
including how COVID impacts admissions and financial aid, how a test-optional shift 
may change the way we advise students, as well as the ways that our organizations 
are seeking to collaborate in supporting Minnesota students and families.

Lisa Hansen, School Counselor, Rosemount High
Stephanie Ochocki, Student Support & SEL Coordinator, Rosemount-Apple Valley-
Eagan Schools
Holtz Gym

In this facilitated conversation, high school and college counselors will consider the 
implications of the COVID-19 pandemic on student mental health and college 
readiness.

Beth Barsness, Dual Enrollment Specialist, Minnesota Department of Education, 
Minnesota Goes to College, Co-Chair
Kat Klima, Outreach and Communications Coordinator, Minnesota Office of Higher 
Education, Minnesota Goes to College, Co-Chair
VF 143

Annually, 200 Minnesota high school sites participate in Minnesota Goes to College 
events around the state. These events are supported by Minnesota’s postsecondary 
institutions by waiving application fees and volunteering at local events. Attend this 
session to hear updates about the work of College Knowledge Month, Minnesota’s 
college application initiative, as well as our state’s FAFSA-completion efforts and 
statewide goal. Learn how this effort can support your work with high school 
students!
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Hot Topics in Financial 
Aid

ARC: MACAC's new 
anti-racism committee 
and the commitment to 
re-think our 
organization and 
admission practices.- 
cafeteria 

Advancing Advocacy: 
Insights as a Legislative 
Intern for Senator 
Klobuchar

Session I continued

Neil Leibunguth, Assistant Director of Financial Aid, University of St. Thomas 
Cafeteria 

This session will cover important changes in the Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid for the near future. We will also discuss other exciting new things happening in 
the world of financial aid. 

Session II 

Tse Chi “Chad” Yen 顏澤祺, Admissions Counselor, University of South Dakota 
Rhemi Abrams-Fuller, Director of Diversity Outreach & Access, Carleton College 
Sunet Rubalcava, Admission Rep & Coordinator of Multicultural Recruitment, 
Concordia College
Cafeteria

MACAC recently created the Anti-Racism Committee (ARC) as an initiative to bring 
anti-racist work to the front and center of our organization and admission practices. 
We will introduce our mission and goals while at the same time invite potential new 
members to join. This is an informative session to bridge future collaborations with 
individuals who would like to join our committee and are passionate about anti-racist 
education and practice.

Charles Huang (Former Legislative Intern, Office of U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar; 
Undergraduate Student, Columbia University)
MACAC Government Relations Committee
Wright Lecture Hall

Based on the experience of a college intern for Senator Klobuchar in Washington, DC, 
this session will discuss the “how” and “why” of legislative advocacy in a post-
pandemic and polarized political world. This behind-the-scenes look inside a 
legislative office will help enhance legislative advocacy for the experienced advocate 
and encourage action for the less politically interested. The Government Relations 
Committee will conclude with an overview of MACAC’s annual Day on the Hill event 
and other advocacy resources, followed by a Q&A opportunity.

Phil Trout, College Counselor, Minnetonka High School, 
Nora Main, Associate Director of College Counseling, The Blake School 
Libby Fahrenkamp, Admissions Advisor, Inver Hills Community College
Holtz Gym

Join the MACAC Admissions Practices committee for a discussion about the 
changing landscape of ethics in our profession, recent observations surrounding 
emerging trends, and tips for maintaining ethical standards in the post-enforcement 
era. We will present and discuss a number of ethical dilemmas and welcome 
participants to bring their own examples to discuss.    

10:45 am - 11:30 am

Practicing Ethical 
College Admissions
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Virtual Events that Work 
on Both Sides oft he 
Desk: What We've 
Learned from COVID

Discussion Sessions

11:30 am - 1:00 pm

1:00 pm - 1:45 pm 

Session II continued 

MACAC Professional Development Committee 

The following three breakout sessions offer participants a small group discussion 
opportunity: 

• Starting a New Job During COVID- VF 141
• Filling Up Your Bucket - VF 142
• Burnout during COVID - VF 143

Lunch & Keynote- Cafeteria

Keynote : NACAC Update on the State of College Admissions and 
Counseling
Melissa Clineinst, Director of Research and Grants, NACAC

In the keynote address, NACAC’s director of research and grants will discuss how 
the college admission process has been impacted by larger national and 
international issues in recent years. The pandemic renewed and invigorated calls for 
racial justice, the increasingly polarized political environment, and the varsity blues 
bribery scandal have either initiated change or accelerated ongoing change in who 
transitions to college and how that transition happens. The session also will include 
an update on NACAC activities in response to these changes and thoughts about 
what the future holds.

Session IV 

Jason Woods, VP of Strategic Enrollment Management, St. Cloud State University 
Wright Lecture Hall 

This session explores the complexities of uplifting diversity, equity and inclusion in 
the recruitment process. This session will allow individuals to have an open 
dialogue on the challenges posed in this space due to current systems, processes 
and policies in higher education

Bill Tetz, Vice President of Strategic Partnerships, Revolution Prep, Jeanette Brink, 
Regional Director, Atlantic Midwest, Becky Stevens, School Relations Manager (Past 
College Counselor at Pembroke High School)
Cafeteria

COVID moved most events and programs from in person to online without much 
forward thinking. Counselors and Admissions Reps discovered that some programs 
actually work better in the virtual space and others are still better in person. 
Looking back on this last year, we have an opportunity to intentionally redesign 
college readiness programs to have a nice blend of in person, virtual and hybrid 
programs. There are many things to consider such as: engagement, participation 
and attendance. This will be an interactive discussion led by Revolution Prep, the 
virtual experts, with at least one college counselor and one admissions rep 
encouraging lots of audience participation so we can learn from each other

BYOB: Bring Your Own 
Bias
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A Year in Review 
with Test-Optional 
Admissions

Counseling in Rural 
Minnesota

MACAC Professional Development (PD) Committee Members

Norma Gutierrez, Chair- Saint Thomas Academy
John Peterson, Chair- University of Northern Iowa
Chad Terry, Chair- Rosemount High School 
Molly McAlister- St. Cloud Technical and Community College 
Erik Aschenbeck- St. John's University-College of St. Benedict 
Jeff Polski -University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
Molly Bonnett- Forest Lake Area High School
Christine Barnhouse- University of St. Thomas
Stacey Carpenter- Carroll University
Jenna Houser- Anoka Ramsey Community College
Kris Simon- St. Cloud State University

Session III continued

Brian Jones, Director of Admissions, Minnesota State University, Mankato
Keri Risic, Interim Executive Director of Admissions, University of Minnesota-Twin 
Cities
Kristen Hatfield, Director of Admissions, University of St. Thomas
Holtz Gym

Conversations around test-optional admissions policies have been taking place for 
more than a decade, but the COVID-19 pandemic brought the topic to the forefront 
as standardized test taking was disrupted around the world. Hear from three 
Minnesota universities about how test-optional policies have impacted students on 
their campuses. We will talk about how many students applied without text scores, 
the impact of the policy on admissions decision making and course placement, and 
its impact on scholarship and financial aid awarding. Bring your questions and your 
own observations of how test optional admission has impacted students to 
contribute to the discussion!

Ann Langworthy, Licensed School Counselor at Maple River Secondary School in 
Mapleton, MN
VF 143

School counseling is a demanding profession but for those working in a rural 
school district, the demands of the job are heightened by the lack of resources for 
students and families.  This presentation will explore the role of the school 
counselor in a rural school district, recognize the characteristics in a rural setting, 
and examine the strengths and limitations for students graduating from a rural 
school.

Social Sponsored by Revolution Prep – Cafeteria

Have an idea for a future session topic? Please go to www.mn-acac.org/programs/events to submit your proposal.  
Interested in getting involved in PD committee? Please contact macac.pdc@gmail.com. 

1:45 pm - 2:30 pm

Thank you for attending!




